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How did the past year stack up?

Mean temperature rankings for the past year, ending April 4, 2017

Southeast Regional Climate Perspectives: http://sercc.com/perspectives



How did the past year stack up?

Total precipitation rankings for the past year, ending April 4, 2017

Southeast Regional Climate Perspectives: http://sercc.com/perspectives



SPRING 2016
• Saw the return of 

drought to NC for first 
time since previous 
fall



SUMMER 2016
• Tropical rains in the east:

• June: remnants from 
Tropical Storms Bonnie 
and Colin

• August: Tropical Storm 
Hermine 

• Summer warm, overall:
• 4th warmest on record
• Not a lot of heatwaves,, but a lot of persistent, >=90F 

days
• Rainfall varied: both dry and wet periods



FALL 2016
• Remnants from Tropical 

Storm Julia in mid-
September

• Hurricane Matthew in 
early October

• Drenched eastern NC
• Little precip over western 

NC
• Remainder of fall dry, 

warm

Total precipitation (in) for the last 3 weeks of October 2016Total precipitation (in) for November 2016



WINTER 2016-2017

• Regular rainfall in December helped alleviate 
dryness, but not enough to get rid of it

• Snowfall in early January followed by cold 
temperatures

• Dry, warm February
• 4th driest, 4th warmest

• Overall, winter was 6th warmest since 1895, 23rd

driest.



SPRING 2017 SO FAR

• Warm start and finish to March, but 
unseasonably cold in the middle of the month

• Damaging freezes
• Light snow

• The average March temperature was actually a 
fraction of a degree cooler than February’s 
temperatures

• More rain in the past week



Thank You

Rebecca Ward
rvcumbie@ncsu.edu


